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first met one of the most impressive figures of the
Rebellion, James Connolly.
During the Lockout of 1913, Constance was drawn
into the industrial movement, of which at the time
Jim Larkin was the picturesque Dublin leader and
James Connolly the Belfast representative. Twenty
thousand men and women had been locked out by
the big employers of labour under peculiarly harsh
circumstances. JE.'s [George Russell] fine letter to
the press, entitled ' Open Letter to the Employers of
Dublin/ exposed the terrible conditions of starvation
in which Dublin's population were living.
Constance plunged into the struggle. For six
months she worked day and night, and organized
a food kitchen and milk depot. She collected the
funds, cooked the food, visited workers in their homes,
and organized a band of helpers from all classes.
One of her helpers was Joseph Plunkett, another
Francis Sheehy Skeffington. It was largely owing
to her efforts that the children of the 20,000 strikers
were saved from sheer starvation.
' Many tales were told of her work. I will only give
one here, told me by Mrs. Skeffington. ' The children,
ever the hungriest and the most eager, used to file
past with mugs, tin cans, porringers, old jam crocks,
which she filled, and with a jolly word for all, for
Madame had a personal contact and real sympathy
with the poor that removed all taint of the Lady
Bountiful and made her a comrade among comrades.
One day a youngster came along, a boy of about ten,
with his little soup-can, only to be recognised and
pushed aside scornfully by the others with a taunt,
" Go away, your father is a scab/1 Madame, seeing
the hurt look in the child's face and the quick with-
drawal, called him back. " No child is going to be
called a scab. He can't help his father. When he